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Fir 1 bear "Them Rik 115 They l Ns 5 
2 Zeal of God , but not 2 to = 
* Knowleage. I ] 1 Se nee 


N theſs Words we have the Apeftle 8 Character | 
of the Unbelieving Fews , or at, leaſt of the 
better Sort of Them. He tells us that They - 
%% aZeal of God; and that when They rejected our © 
' | Blefled Saviour, oppoſed his Goſpel, and even per- 
ſecuted his Followers, They thought that They did 
Him Service. But their Zeal was without Knowledge* 
It was a furious, blind, erroneous Zeal ; and Such as 
notwithſtanding Their Good Intention, „ would End in 
nothing leſs than Damnation at the laſt. St. Paul 
earneſtly deſir d, and pray d for, their Salvation; 
Brethren, lays He, my hearts deſire, and prayer to Gd, 
for Iſrael is, that they might be Saved : But He knew. | = 
that without Repentance, and Converſion, They, muſt. | 
be /of notwithſtanding all their Zeal, nay the rather 
reaſon of. it; and therefore He gives Them the 
true Character of it in the Words of the Text; That 
they had 4 * of God , but _ a ae to ee. 


ledge. 5 7 33 2:008 


From which! Example of er cluded, and obſt.” Wt - 
nate yore M and the Cenſure the Apoſtle hete- paſles * 


9 


both upod their Spirit, and Adtiont; there ate theſe 

Brer Things which will cas” dur ſerious 8, cab. „ 

ons * n a ts | e . 
It: e e e Wat 
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"The Danger ond Hh 


's 8 


Knowledge. : 

1. That where Such a Zeal prevails i in any 
Number of Perſons , it will generally. be the 
Occaſion of much Miſchief. 

4, II That notwithſtanding any Such Zeal if 
God, yet if Mens Actions are not agreenhle to 
| God's Will, They will be accounted Sinful now, 

; and be puniſy 4 by Him as Juch hereafter, | + 


The 8 * del cherefore be 
chis; To oblige Men to take heed that their Zee! 
b according. to knowledge ; and not to think that 
Fhey ſhall be any farther either Secure in it, or Tat ia 
for it, than as their Zeal is Regulated by the flrict 
Meaſures of a right Faith , * * ; _ a 

Univeya! Obedience. © = | 


=_ And, IF. Thit there may be « Zeal of Ge with 
x out Knowledge. a 
4 A Truth as Certain „ 28 chat Good Men may be 
Ain bes; and think They Do well, when never⸗ 
1 theleſs thro Error, or Ignorance, they Do the quite 
| b Comvary. Nay more; Tis as Certain, as that Men 
: of violent Paſſions are apt, or at leaſt liable, to be 
led by their Paſſions more than by their Reaſon ; 3nd 
by chat means to fall into Such Miſtales, as in 
2 Own cooler wo * wouly nor be Guil- 
© . 
ai is, in general, the violam Eier of an Ar- 
dun Love. If it be conſider d with reſpect to Our 
Selves, and the Defire we have of Enjoying what 
we Love, it carties Us to an carmf Endeagur to 


be likely #0 binder our. Enjoyment of 
: an ws to the Tal im ve Love, 


ever ma 
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14. That hats may ho: 2 Zeal of God, | 22 ; 


Amin it; and to Remove out of our: w.y What⸗ 
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oh PEG aa of a ; if gab Zeak. © + 

it moves us no leſs vehemently to Do hl "Wa -* 

+ chink will be pleaſing to Him; and to Oppoſe what 

* | Toever We take to be Repugnant to His il, His 54 

y ire apples Bay” 4 ay to * — de of Theſe = — 1 

it is applied, ſtill Zeal ſuppoſes. t to be v „5 

* Ger ad, b by Conſequence, the Effects of it tot: ; LO 6 

of "Strong, and Violent. "And therefore as the owe of” | 4 
God, and che; Dee of our Own Eternal Salvation, 

ought to be in Al Men, and in all Good Men truly + 

, the Higheſt of all Loves, and Defres ;' fo muſt 

+ che Zeal for theſe be proportionably Strong, and 7 

be || bewent. And if it chance to be kindled in the Breaſt 

of, a hum, Imperuots Vatary, it will. Burn with F- 

* 21 and wit hout great Care exceed the Bounds not 

ny of Reaſon, but of Religion too, in eee. „ 
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er w conſider it more partichlarly, in each of 
the ro Reſpetts I have before mentioned. 7 


* , He who Loves God with all bis Heart, it 
" | feeds defire to Enjoy Him; and, in order thereunto, 
will make it his earnef Endeavour to Remove whatſd- 
ever may be likely to Ob#ru&# his Enjoyment of Him, | 
And tis far Our Zeal is to be ſure, in the general, PTY 
not only Lewful, but Commendable. But till here E 
may be Room, in the purſuit of this Zzd, excellent 3 
as it is, for Miftakes to come in; and if oor Zeal | 
be withour Knowledge, it may Run Us into N 85 
tion, and even into Sin. For, 1 
1 (if) To be Zealous in Avoiding what i is ally San. - 3 
ful; forbidden by God, and def rast ve of our Ex’. 
ment of Him; is without Controverſy highly G, 2 
and Proiſe-warthy. Our Duty Requires it, and our very | EE 
Intereſt obliges Us to be Firm, and Conftant, i in Striving 
apainſt ir. But yet a Man may be Deceived in judging - 3 
of what is forbidden : He may think That to be Sinfh 
it 5 W n | 
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ing guided by Knowledge, may become utcerly vain, 
and unproficable. 3 . x. 
This was the Caſe of the Fewiſh-Converts : They 
thought it to be Unlawful to Eat of ſuch Mears as the 
Law of Moſes had forbidden; and They forbore ſo to 
Do, out of Conſcience to God's Commandment. Nay 
ſo Zeblous were they in this Particular, as to account 
it their Duty not only to abftain from ſuch Meats 
Themſelves, but to Impoſe the like forbearance even up- 
on the Gentile Converts, But they were miſtalen in 
their Judgment of their Duty as to this Matter: And 


their Zeal, for want of Knowledge, ſerved only to i 
bind down a heavy Burden, without need, upon 


their Own Shoulders; and to prompt them to Fadge 
toc hardly of Others, who underſtood their Cbriſtian 
Liberty better than Themſelves. = i 
I I Doubt not but there have been Many among Us 
who have. verily thought the few Innocent, and [ 
muſt beg leave to add, even Decent Ceremonies of our 
| 'Chmrch; to be: Superſtitions, and Unlauful. Who have 
look'd upon our Common-Prayer, as little better than 
.the Maſs Book. ir. Engliſh: Our truly Primitive and 


._ Apoſtolical Epiſcopacy ; as the Reſult of Popiſt Pride, 


and Ujurpation:- And our whole Conſtitution, u 
_ .theſe and the like accounts, ſuch as no good Chriitian 
could allow of. They nave been taught by their 
Teaders to think amiſs of Us; and, tho' They know 
not why ,.-yet they Efteem it a Matter worthy, of 
their Zeal, not only to Separate from us, but to Fudge, 
my to Speak, ' Sftentimes, very hardly of Us. Bur 
their Concern ' to Oppoſe what they take to be Un- 
ui on the One hand, has certainly run them 
into a grievous Sin on the Other: Whilſt to avoid an 
_Imaginary Superſtition, they have fallen into a Real 
Febiſm; and muſt anſwer to God for all the Ill Con- 
i quences of Separating from a well-efabl;ſh/d Chareh, 


upon the account of ſuch thingz a6 are not only. 
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"of a 1 guided Zl. 


E but Expedient ; and, in the a fo N 


wy 1 Them. 
as Men may efteem fome things. to be S 
ful, which indeed are not and by that means miſe 
apply their Zeal on that Side; So may They, _ 
 (24dh,)/ No leſs account Other things to be a Mat- 
ter of Duty, which God: has not and 
be Zealous, without need, for. the oe ervation of 
Them. . 
This was again the Caſe of thoſe Jewiſh Caring 
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as the Law had Forbidden ; but to Obſerve +, 6. 


2 


And the' in other Reſpects they Obey'd 
the Goſpel of Cbriſt, yet in theſe — 0 fill 


Ih continued Zealous for their former Inftitations'; and 


ur 2 even the Apofiles themſelves not only to Al. 


re low of , but many times to join with ITbem in, the 
an ſame Obſervations, Add. xiv. 5; Cc. xxi. 20. 


ad Þ I need not tell you how many Fooliſh, and 82550 
le, ftitious Practices , thoſe of the Charch of Rome recom- 
on mend to their People as matters of Duty; and their 


an | deluded Votaries more Zealouſty obſerve ; than the 
ir wel brier Parts of the Goſpel ; 5 Hoo „ Mercy, and 


W ighteouſneſs, We may bear Them retord that they 


of Þ — a Zeal of God, but not atcording to. Knowledge: 
* They would as ſoon. rendunce Chriſtianity, as Popt= 


til +5; and hegleR, rather to Pray to God. thro? Feſue, 


. | Chriit , than not join the Merits and Interc 


em the Bleſſed Vi irgin and their K wich His aa. | 
an | 
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coſy that no Church whatſoever can poſlibly Subſiſt G 


1 before mentioned. They thought Themſelves O— 
bliged not only to Abfain from ſuch Meari pm wap, 


ſuch Rites; and Ceremonies , as the ſame Galiv. 104 
Law had Commanded to be Obſerved. e! wo 


And 1 would to God that Men's tal. {+ ER N 
ad only ; Bur alas it is 5 too ww Bagh N 15 


8 ' The Danger and Miſc 


© mare; Condemn all thoſe as Obſtinate Hereticks, who 


R 


And 
1 FH that They did God Service. 


8 


30%) They are \Zealow for fuch things as are 


% 


ndt amy not Required by God, and ſono Matter of De- 


ty ; but are contrary to bis Will; and, as ſuch, Unlaw- 
This was the Caſe of the Uncomverted Fews, of 
whom the Apoſtle hefe ſpeaks. They thought Them - 
ſelves obliged to hold faft to the Law of Moſes, as the 


_ Tyfbitution-of God, and neceſſary to be objerved out of 


Cunſeience to Him: And the Reſult was, that thro” 
their Zeal for That, they deny d, rejected, and at laſt 
Grutily' 4, the Lord of Glory. They oppos'd bi Geſpel, 
perſecuted bis Diſciples ; and when they A them, 
his was their Sin, the ſad Effect of their mifaken 
Zeal! Nor is the Caſe of thoſe-of- the Other Commu- 
nion, much better at this Dæy. They account it their 
Duty to believe às their» Church believts, and to do as 
they are directed to do: And fo out of Conſcience to 
God, they corrupt the Faith, and tranſgreſi the Com- 
mand ments of Cbriſt; They Believe ſuch things as are 
uterly incomſiſtent with the Goſpel· Truth: and Do ſuch 


SE things as can never be reconcil d with the Goſpel Piety, © 


Were we not tos well acquainted with their Blind- 
14, as well 45 Zeal, we ſhould hardly think it poſſi- 
ble for any Chriſtians to be ſo far deluded as, in Mat- 
ters: of Faith , to traff in their Own Good Work: ; to 


| boaſt of Hirks of Merit and Seper-erropation ; to think 


that any other Propitiatory Sacrifices-were to be Offer'4 
L 10 God for Sin beſides that One, Perfe##, and Al. ſuffici- 


ext; Sacrifice of the Cres, But much more to be fo 
Corrupted, as in Matters Practice, to Worſhip Ima- 


£85, Pray to Saints, Adminiſter the Holy Eucbari in One 


, Keep the Publick Service of the Church in an Un- 
&nown Tongue ; and, as much as poſſible, deny the very 
emſelues to the People: And, which is ſtill 


101 not; or rather, to ſpeak 


12977 
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more properly, * 


* 
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de ſo far deluded, as to believe, and pradtiſe, as They: 


dad 
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do. Yet to this height of Error and Impiety, has the 


want of Chriftian Knowledge carried whole Churches 


and Comntries ; and no doubt Many have a true Zeal. 


7 God in their Concern for theſe Things, which are 


contrary to his Honour, as well as repugnant to his 


Revelations, .. © 


\ Such ſtrange Miſtakes are Men capable of falling | 


into in this fr kind of Zeal ; which ariſes from their 
Deſire of Enjoying God, and being made for ever Happy 


There is another ſort of Zeal founded upon the 


fame Love of God, with that T have now been conſider- 


ing. but under a Different Reſpe# ; namely, , . 
_ * Secondly, As it looks not to Our Own Happineſs, iin 


the Enjoyment of Him, but to his Honour: When be- 


ing highly concern d for the Glory of God, we ars 


Zenlow not only to Do what we can to Promuse 


it, but to prevent, or correct, whatever we take 
to be contrary thereunto. Now this alſo is, in its 
Principle, a Commendable Zeal; but yet if not re- 


gulated with ſome competent Rabvledgę of what Does 
truly make for God's Honour, or is Contrary tbereunto; it 


may lead us into great Errors, and, in Conſequence ; 


thereof, engage us in Great Sinn. 


The Fews. heretofore ſo acknowledg'd the Unity af 
the Divine Nature,'as to think it an Impeachment of 
= the Glory of God, for our Saviour to pretend to be his- 

Son ; and in Conſequence thereof, to Make himfelf _ 


Equal with God, Jo. v. 18. --- x. 30, 33. They ex 


ſteemed it to be the Singular Prero ative of God ts = 5 
Forgive Sin; and in their Zeal for his Honcur in this 
Particular, They condemned our Bleſſed Lord as 


Guilty of Blaſphemy for pretending to do it, Mat. ix. 3. 


But they did not conſider either the Power, or Dignie 


2 Chriſt : And therefore their Zeal was not only 


roundleſa, but Sinful; whilft by alſbonouring the Sem 


They diſhoncured the Father alſo ; and ated contrary to 
* EY _" 5,008 
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| 1 he Glory f God, in the very things which They did 


for the Preſervation of it. Fri. nd tee bd 
Let me add yet one Remark more with Reſpect to 


Both theſe Kinds of Zeal; and it is this: That if 


Mens Zeal be not guided be it may be 


rigbt in its Obje# ; The 
Zealom, may be truly Good, and even worthy to be con- 


| utterly Evil to Them. | | 


ings for which they are 
tended for ; and yet they may purſue them by ſuch 
Means as may be altogether Unji, and yn A 
And this may make what is Good in its ſelf; : 


The Fews in our Text are an eminent Inſtance ofthe 


Truth of this Remark. They not only Crucifed our: 


* 


had really been as. falſe a Religion, as Themſelves pre- 
tended it to be. Xe | Sd is 


Saviour, and Perſecuted his Followers, but they Defamed 
and Calummated Both. They ſuborned Falſe Witneſſes 

againſt Him ; They aſcribed the very Miracles which 
He wrought by the Power of God, to the Help of the 
Devil; They | Drove his Diſciples into ftrange Coun- 


tries: And conſider'd not that ſuch a Procedure would 


have been wicked, and umparrantable, tho Chriſtianity 


| To be fedfaft in the True Faith, and to endeavour 


Factions, Unchr 


by all proper Means to Convert thoſe who do Err from 
it, and to be Zealous in Both; is without Diſpute very 


Good in its ſelf, and well-pleaſing to God. But to 


defend the Truth by. Sedition and Rebellion ; To Depoſe, 


and even Murder Princes, whom we think to be Here- | 


tical ; and employ Fire and Faggots, Galley: and Dun- 
geont, for the , Converſion or Deftration of their Sub- 
fects: To break Faith, blow up Parliaments, and com- 
mit the greateſt /;/lanies under a Pretence of Zeal for 
Religion; is a Crime, and a Scandal: Such a way of 
defending and propagating Religion, as nothing but a 


iſtian Spirit could ſuggeſt; nor any thing 


| ; blind, and implicite Obedience perſuade Men to 


wy * 
— On A 


When 


cf a Miſ-guided Zeal, © BY 
7. — — — n 4” 9 —̃ 
2 When our Saviour came to a certain Village of 
the Samaritans, and they refus'd to receive him, b& q 


* | cauſe his Face look d as if he were going up to Je- 
5 rſalem; Two of his Diſciples, James, and Fobn, ſo 
| hHeinobſly reſented the affront, as to deſite him to 
A Command fire to come down from Heaven, and conſume 


them for their Refuſal. But he rebuked them; and ſaid, 
Ye know not what manner of N are of. Luke ix. 55. 
1 Their Zeal was Good, but the Effect of it was Cruel. 
3 The Samaritans.offended in their blind Zeal againſt our 
| S-wieur, becauſe he was going up to Jeruſalem to Wire 
/ ' ſhip; But thofe Warm Apoſtles would have ſinned 
: much more in the way they would have taken to pu- 
| niſb their Offence ; and have manifeſted their Zeal 
ö tho' more juſtifiable in its Cauſe, yet to have been 

; no leſs furious, and unreaſonable in its Operation, 
; 


I might bring this Obſervation nearer home to ſome © 
things that bave happen'd very lately among our ſelves : 
But I ſhall forbear; and r:ther beſeech God to Give 
; thoſe, who have had any Hand in them, a due Senſe of 
their Own Errors, than ſay any thing that may ſeem 
to reflect too hafdly upon them. If Our O14, Inve- 
terate Enemies, the Papiſis, were not at the bottom of 
' thoſe Diſorders, I am ſure it was their Work that was 
all the while carrying on by them: And it muſt be 
| A very miſguided Zeal indeed for any One to think, 
. that any Intereſts, but thoſe of Popery, can be pro- 
moted by the mutual Quarrels of Proteftants with One 
c 5 5 WE. 
And thus have I ſhewn you not only that a trus _ 
Zeal for God may be deſtitute of Knowledge; but have * 
- .withal pointed out to you by what means it may be 
O. I proceed, CV!!! 
Ila, To lay before you, The fatal Conſequences 
| of fogh a ee Zool, | 


525 


— — 


| 11 The Danger and Miſchief, — 
— — — — 3 — — 
But alas! who can enumerate the half of choſe 
Evils which the Experience of all Ages has ſhewn to 
de the fad reſult of this prolific Principle; and which 
„ dur Own timer, and even our own Country, Nil 
| | \ Continue to feel and Lament. I muſt content my 


ſelf to mention but a very few of thoſe which werd 
moſt nocorious in the Few: heretofore, and may but 


too plainly be obſerved among Chriſtians tt this 


Uncharitableneſs towards all who differ from them; 
diut eſpecially in matters of Religion. This was emi- 


| 
I. _ thoſe other Evils which I ſhall have Occaſion to 
E take notice of, as the further Efe&s of their miſpui- 
of died Zeal. And I need not tell you how the fame 
SFr!) ixrit continyes to prevail among the like furious, 
and untutor d Zealot; fill. When once men have 


|} © they are not only in the 7ight Themſelves, but that al 
iP he 77, em | 
1 65 Dtbers ſhould be of the ſame Opinion; when a Can. 


ning Man, or a prevailing Party, have ſo far deluded 


them, chat they look upon the Glory of Gd, and the 
429  _ 'Interefts of Religion to be concern d in their Errors, 
and that all who Differ from them are from thence» 
- forth to be mark'd out as Enemies to Both; tis an 

_ eaſy ſtep from Cenſuring the ir Brethren, to draw them 


EE”. . + account it an Evidence of their Love to God, to be 
: Furious, and wncharitable, towards their Meighbour. 


One Another, not only without any juſt eauſe, but be- 
283 reaſonable meaſure; as might. eaſily. be 


tttings as ought rather to be buried in à perpecual 
5 Oklivion. But alas ! We need not look back to pat 


- 
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ix | And the rf, is, a bitter Hatred, and Malice, and 
0 


nenely the Caſe of the Fews; and gave birth to all 


_ eſpouſed a favourite Notion , and are perſwaded that 


von to Hate, and Detef them: And teach them tb : 


Hence it is that even Wiſe, and Good Men, have 
been but too apt to beftow their Anathema : upon 


ewn wete I minded! to repeat the Hiſtory of fuch 


Age 
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- pts againſt Proteffants ; The bitter, and un-chriftiay 
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Ates for that which our Own Experience ſpeaks t . 


* 


ainly to Us. The Sentences, and Cenſures, of Pa, 


Malice which they bear towards them; not-ro mentis | . 
on the Heats and Animeſities which have ſometimes 2 
riſen among thoſe of the Reformed Religion who have ' kN 
chanced to differ from One Another; and that not imm * WM 
matters of De ctrine, but of Cbureb- Government and 4 
Diſcipline , for Rites and Ceremonies ; may ſuffice to | 
convince Us, how apt men are to confecrate their 
Own Peſſions, and Prejudices, by the name of Zeal; | 1 
and then think themſelves at liberty to encourage tas ä 
worſt Reſentments, 5 they have ee gotten a ſhews  — |.\1 
of Religion to Sandtify, and (as they think) co fut. 
55 the ne Exceſs of Them. . cs A \ i 
Here therefore the Evil of this miſtaken, an 15 
untutor'd Zeal, begin; but they do nar fop here: Bue ; 
from prompting Men firſt to cenſure, and bare Thoſe © © 
who are poſſibly both Viſer, and Better, than Thems 


— 


ſelves; it carries them on, C43. Oe Yeh 

2a, To downright Quarreling with Them: Anek 
then the reſale is, that it produces Schiſms in the? , |_| 
Church, and is too often the Cauſe of Tumults, and 
Diviſions,-in the State. So it was with the Fews not 1 8 
only with reſpe& to the Chriſtians, but amang Them. 
ſelves; and thus it will always be likely to be wick e 
all Others who have the ſame blind Zeal that The, 3 4 
had; For. Zeal is an a#:ive, and a violent Principle $ : #4 
Ic raiſes the Paſiomt; and for the moſt part carries 
this unhappy Diſadvantige alon g with it; that it ner i} 4 


only ſett no bounds to Them, but rather perſuades 


men that they ought not to fir Any. That the more 
fierce, and furious, their Zeal is, the more Exe lin irn 
dught to be eſteemed. by Themſelves, and the more 
Hceeptable it will render them to God. And hen 
ones. Men are not only thus miſfalen in their Opinis' | 
m and Practice, but account it their pecullar Glory (6: 
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Them; and that not to Believe as they Believe, Or 
Do as they Bo, is 2 certain mark of Reprobation ; and 


' ſhews Them to be Enemies of God, and Pervetters of 
the true Religion; tis eafy to Conclude what Diſor- 
dert will be likely to follow from ſuch Tempers, and 


ſuch Makes ; and a daily Experience too plainly 
convinces us of it. The leaſt that can be expected 
is, that they will with-draw Themſelves from Thoſe 
who Difer from Them; and, if they can do no 
more, at-leaft will Separate from them, as not wor- 


_ thy of their Communion. 


Thus it has been in all the Schiſms which have 2. 


riſen in the Church: And however we may fuſpe& 


the Heads of Them to have had ſome Other Motive. 


than a meer mifaken Zeal for God and their Daty; 
yet we eannot but think, I am ſure we ought in 
Charity to Hope, that there have been many among 


their Followers, who for want of better Inſtruction 
| have truly been deceiv'd by Them; and, as St. Paul 


tells us of the Fews in the Text, have had a Zeal for 


Cod, tho not according to Knowledge. 1 
- To ſay nothing of the Content ions of thoſe Abroad: 


What has been the reſult of this Zeal! among Ou 


Selves? Men at firft began to diſlike ſome things,” they 
knew not why , in the Efabliſument of the Reforma- 
tion; and their difaſte increas d even under Perſecu- 


tion, in their Exile abroad. They there began from 
a 2 difference in Opinion, to divide their Communion : And 
When it pleasd God to reſtore Them again to the 


free Exerciſe of their Religion at home, they brought 
back their Prejudices along with Them : Till at laſt 


their Zeal broke out into a formal Schiſm, and never 
left till it deſtroy d both Church and State; and 


brought upon us that delage of Evil, which we fill 
43 8 Anis 


eo be; When they ſo far Sanctiß their Errors as to 
.ehink that all Others ought to be Deceived with 
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it ſeldom ſtops here, but 


the Earth. 


Commands of our Bleſſed Mafter to Love Our Bre- 


_ And here again I ſhall not need to Recur to for- 
Remar 


from ber Communion, and did ſhe ſtop there we 


of a Miſ-guided ee ng 


S % 


which naturally flows from a miſguided Zeal ; aud 


where the Erring Party wants Power „ this is the 
pu it can do: But. if it chances to get Strength, - ' 


- 


* 


zahy, Inſtead of breaking Communion with their Bre- 
thren , it prompts Men more magiſterially to hs | 
Them off from their Communion firſt ; and then to lee 
looſe their Rage againſt them as not fit to live upon 
Thus did the Fews perſecute Our Saviour, 
and his Diſciples : And thus, notwithſtanding all the 


thren , or if that be not enough, to Love our very 
Enemies, have Chriftians learnt to Perſecute One Ang® 


mer Ages for Inſtances to Confirm the truth of this 
The preſent Church of Rome is a Notori- 
ous, as well as Scandalous, Proof. of it. She Cuts us 


ould not much complain of her. Tis a benefit to 1 
be deny d Communion with Thoſe with whom we are | | 
perſuaded ic would be damnable for us to Communi- 3A 
cate, But her Zeal carries her much farther than FA 
This: She Dams, Us in Her Sentences ; and that top "0 
does not much affect Us. Let her Curſe, while G | 
Bleſſes ; If her Anathema's do ber ſelf no harm, We | 
are very ſure They will do Us None. And, to com-* 1 
pleat all, She. Excite All who ace of her Faction, (for . | 5 
can ſcarce call it Religion) to perſecute, and deſtroy - - | 
8. . SY | 2 W 
Vs need not tell you'how many wicked Devices the 
Heads of that Bloody, and Idolatrous Church, have 
found Out to execute their Vengeance upon Us. Where 
Popijh Princes Rule, tis determined to be 4 matter o 
ſuch Conſcience to Roor out Proteftants, that if; They | | 
neglect to do it, they ſhall not only be damped in 
OY 2 4 e . 8 e 


% 


4 


Wu Sug 
Li 


x6 | 7 be — wo) 78 


"SEK. «aha 


41 the Ot ber Warld, bur run the hazard of being 77855 
— eren mardg'd, in the. Tf the Prince be Himſelf 
formed, Or the 5 of his Ref med Subjects too 
grea eat to be eaſily deſtroy d; then * Wars are to 
rais'd againſt Them ; Plors and Maſſacres are to be 
contrived to devour them : Any thing to be done 
chat may bur help either to Convert, 55 to Conſume 
Them. This is the Reſult of their wifaken Zeal : 
They maintain the worſt kind of Chrifijanity, by the 
moſt «njuſtifiable means; and are a ſad inftance both 
in the One, and the Other, how deſtitute a true Zeal 
(for ſuch without queſtion there is in Many of that 
Church) may be of Knowledge ; and to what a dege- 
veracy Chriſtians themſelves Sy fall, both in their 
| - Dvitrene, and in their Practice. 
Bur © bleſſed Saviour! what 2 monſtrous Corray: 
rion, what an Utter Perverfion is this, of thy moſt 
, Mild, and Charitable Religion? How has this 240 
| deſtroyed at once both the True Faith, and Spirit of 
che Goſpel ; and brought in the moſt Groſs Superſtiti- 
ons, and even Idolatry its ſelf, into the Church of 
TCbriſt? It is a ſad, an e Conft deration: A Mat- 
of great Humiliation, as well as of grievous Scan- 
al, to All who ſincerely Love God, and Honour his 
> Truth: And ought to convince us not only that there 
way hea Zeal for God that i not according to Know- 
| Hedge; but how careful we ſhould All be, both in the 
"Examination of Things which we are 1 for, and 
* our Manner of e our Zeal for hem. 


And now, I ſhall not need add much to con- 
vince you, 5 55 | 

2 hy That actinidifientice any Pretence of: 2 
FE” | . *- - Good Intention for the Glory God, Jer if our Zed 
8 be ſuch as the Few: heretofore was, and as That 
; JE eehte now is ; without Knowledge, and 


. a as 8 


ay 
-Contraryto Charity; it ſhall be imputed tos for 
Sin hexe, and as ſuch, unleſs we Repent of it, be re- 
quired of Us at the Laſt Day. yy 
Men may miſtake in Orber Matters, and yet be In- 
nocent. Their Error may be Involuntary, perhaps In- 
vincible, and for that Reaſon Excuſable. But that Ha- 
tred, and Malice, and Uncharitableneſs, are great Sint; 
That Chrifians ought not to be Factious and Contenti- 
ous ; to Injure their Brethren, and Diſturb Communities: 
That Riots and Tumults, Sedition and Rebellion, are ve- 
ry wicked things; and that no Pretence of the Glory of 
God, or Zeal for Religion, can make them Lawful ; 
no ſuch Perſons can innocently. be Ignorant : And there- 
fore, if any Ones Zeal ſo far deludes him, as to make _ 
him Think, or Do Otherwiſe, tis a ſure Sign that his 
Zeal its ſelf is Criminal; and like Murder committed 
by a Drunken Man, will rather aggravate, than leſſen 
his Offence, © | > . 4 | 
When Mens Errors are Involuntary, and ſo guarded 
as not to have any ill Tafluence upon their Practice; 


5 of a Mi guided Zeal. 


They miſtake the Truth, not for want of a due Care to 


inform themſelves arigbt, but for want of Capacity, or 
Opportunity, of being better Inſtructed; And in the 

mean time they neither Hate, nor Condemn any One 

for being of a Contrary Opinion; If they be otherwiſe - 
Good and Charitable, and to their Zeal for God, add a 
Brotherly Lowe towards their Neigbbonr ; there oughe 
to be great Allowances made for ſuch Errors, which 
are plainly their Misfortune, not their Fault: And a 
very few fundamental Articles of our Faith excepted, in 


which al Chrifians generally do agree, and which are 


indeed ſo plainly Revealed, that tis hardly poſſible for 
any One to * miſtaken in Them; We ought not to 
doubt but that Men may quietly 4diffzr from One Axo- 
ther, and from the Trath too, without any great dan- 
ger to their Salvation. But if Men will not be con- 

tent to bs Dece/ved W but will oblige Others 


%. 
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to Err with them; If their Zeal ſo far tranſports them 

as to engage them out of Conſcience io God, to be Un- 
charitable towards their Neighbour ; to divide the Cbureb, 
and to perſecute its Members; They muſt not think it 
ſtrange if the God 'of Love and Peace neither can 
approvr, nor will alow of ſuch Sins; tho' they ſhould 
chance to be ſo far blinded by their Zeal, or rather 
Fury, as with thoſe Fews in St. Jobn, really to think 
they did God Service, and it was their Duty to do it. 
St. Paul telis us what a bigotted Zeal hs himſelf had 
for the Law of Moſes before his Converſion : How he. 
perſecuted the Chriſtians unto Death, binding, and deli ve- 
ring into Priſom both Men and Women, Acts xxxii. 3, 4. 
And this he did ignorantly, in Unbelief; out of a full 

- Perſuaſion that it was his Duty ſo to do. But yet for 
all this, he confeſſes that he was herein a Blaſpbemer, 
and a Perſecutor, and Injurioms, and the chief of Sinners, 

1 Tim. 1. 13. And all the Service that his Ignorance, 
and Good Intention did him, was, That ic diſpoſed God 
to bring him to Repentance; without which his Zeal, 
Innocent as he thought it, would have proved his Rain, 

as he afterwards freely own'd it to have been h Sip. 
But I obtained Mercy, ſays he, becauſe I did it ignorant- 

ly thro' Unbelief. And, For this Cauſe I obtained Mercy, 
that in me firſt Feſus Chrift might ſhew forth all Long-ſuf- 
fering, for @ Pattern to Them which ſhould hereafter be- 
lie ve on bim to Life Everlaſting, Verſes 13. 16. 
The ſame was the Caſe of many of the other Jews, 
whoſe Salvation therefore our Apoſtle earneſtly Prays 
for in the Verſe before the Text. But (till he plainly 

. Intimates that their Salvation was to be the Effect of 
their Repentance : And that, like him, they mult not 
only lay aſide their Blind Zeal, but muſt 4 brace the 

\ Goſpel, or there could be no hope of Pardon for Them. 
O that Men would conſider this more ſeriouſſy 
a than tis to be feared They do! That before they 
give the Reins to their Own Prejudices and Paſſions, 
F n un- 
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of. a Miſ guided Zeal. ' 19 
— [under the Notion of Zea! for God, They would re- 
m [member that ſuch a Pretence, tho'it ſhould be real, yet 
u- will not Sanctify any wicked, or irregular Actions; and 
eh, render them Innogent in the 167% God. In ſhort ; That 
it [they would reflect, How that a God Intention is but One 
an Icircumſtamce of a docuAction; which muſt be perfect and 
11d Bentirein all irs Parts, or notwithſtanding any ſuch Good - 
er Pntention,it will be Evil in its ſelf, and impuredtoUsforSin. 
nk J have before obſerved what an irregular Zeal ma- 
nv of Thoſe of the Church of Rome have for their 
ad Religion. With what Hatred and Malice, with what 
he Iry and Bitterneſs, they purſue Thoſe who, differ 
ves from Them. How for the ſake of it they Break their © 
4. ait h ; Diſſolve all the Ties of Friendſhip and Relation ; | >." 
"111 Put off all Bowels of Mercy and Compaſſion ; Depoſe, and : E 

ven Murder Princes; Erect Inquiſitions ft to Tor-: 

ure; and then to Burn, ſuch as they are pleaſed to call x 

ereticks: And this they Al pretend, and Some with- | 
"ut Controverſy truly do, out, of a Zeal for God, but 


ice | 
804 2t according to Knowledge. But ſhall a Miſgaided Zeal - fe ol 
eal, erefore excuſe ſuch Barbarities ? Shall Malice, and ll 
bn, A and Murder, and Rebelliun, and Inhumanity its 1 
Sin. [elf, be no Crimes, becauſe ſome Men have ſo far SY 


mt Fiven Themſelves up to a Spirit of Deluſion, as to 
rey, link they may l:wfully commit them for God's ſake 2 
ſuf- Pod forbid | Nay, rather we may fear their Guilt 
be- vill be found to be ſo much the greater, in that they - A 
- ſhave abuſed the Sacred Name of God, and his Holy © "i 
ws, Peligion, to make them a Cover to ſuch Proceedings. 3 
ays For by this Means there is not only a great Liberty, _ _ 1 
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nly Ind even Encouragement, given to Mankind to com- 18 
t of Pit the worſt of Villanies, without Remorſe ; but the „ 
not Four of God, and the Reputation of the Goſpel, are 
the la pbemed by Thoſe who are not better Inſtructed to - 1. 


m. ſhow how little, after all Mens Pretence to Zeal for  * 
uſly [hem on theſe Occaſions, they either” do allow, or 


hey Pil excuſe, ſuch deteſtable Enormities - - „ 
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be ſeparate from Knowledge ; and, by reaſon there- 
of, inſtead of promoting the Glory of God, the Inte 


Import Us All, 


| which we are, at any time, Zealous, be truly good 


' "Things as are neither 7ufifyable in themſelves, nat 
* wilkwarrant our Zeal in the Proſecution of them. 


no means become the Pradence, and Pie, of eithi 


"i ning, and deſigning Men in the World, who mal 
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Seeing then it appears that even a True Zeal may 


reſts of Religion, and Mens Own Salvation, may be 
utterly repugnant t6 all Theſe, and end in Shame and 
Damnation at the laſt ; It will certainly very muc 


Firſt, To be the more careful that the Cauſe fol 


That we be not either miſtaken our ſelves , or miſ-le 
by Other, to be earneſt in our Contentions for ſuc 


It was St. Paul's Rule to the Galatia 
Gul. iv. in Oppoſition to ſome who did ⁊ealon 
17,18. affect them, but not well, that it is go 
| to be zealouſly affected in a Good Thin 
And indeed when we ſhall conſider how apt mer 
Paſſions are to miſ-lead their Reaſon, and that Zeal, 1 
P before obſerved , is not only the Effect of an 4 
dent Love, but is its ſelf q violent deſire ariſing fro 
thence, either of promoting the Hon'ur of thePer/ 
whom we Love, or of removing what may binder © 
Enjoyment of him ; So that it requires not only t 
 Concurrence of ſeveral Paſſicns, bur rhoſe too vebemen 
ly moved, to the conſtitution of it: We may eaſi 
conceive how apt this Affection will be to exceed 1 
due beunds, and to tranſport Us not only beyond w! 
it dug bt to du, but upon fuch Occaſions too as do 


a Wiſe Man, or a Good Chriſtian. 
Nor is this all our Danger, tho' this were enoup 
to engage our utmoſt Care in this particular. The 
have always been, and will always be, many cu 


le of the well meant Zeal of Otbers to help them 
carry on their Own wicked Enterprizes, Who like Den 
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trius, and his ay Gee's being touch'd in their Own F 
private Intereſts, (et. whole Cities, and Countries in an 


Uproar for their great Diana; whilſt themſelves ſmile 
at the Deluſion, to ſee how under an innocent Con- 
cern for God, and his Church, they help to promote 
their Own Cove tous, or Malicious, Ends. I ſhall not 


preſume ta bring this Remark too near home, to our 
Owns Concern in it: This I may ſay, that what Uſe 


has been made of Mens Zeal heretofore, may be made 


again; and for our Credits ſake, if for nothing elſe, 


we ſhould beware that it be not our Own Caſe. But 
Secondly, To warrant our Zeal, we muſt not 
only be well aſſured that the Cauſe for which we are 


concern d is good; but ſhould alſo take care that it 


be worthy the Fer vour we ſhew for it. 


To be exceeding Zealous for little Matters; To di- 5 


ſturb our Selves, and diſquiet Others, for ſuch Things as 


tho' perhaps they may be Good, yet are of no real. 


Moment to the great Concerns of Religion, is Fooliſh 
and Imprudent ; and renders Our Zeal, like that of 
the Phariſees, in tithing Mint, Anniſe, and Cummin, 


vain-and ridiculous. If we can eaſily, and quietly, 
amend the leaſt Matters in which the Honour of God, 
and the Intereſts of Religion, are concern'd, let us be 
careful to do it: But otherwiſe, let us not put all 


things into Confuſion for little, or no Cauſe; nor pul 


doum the Houſe, merely becauſe ſome of its Rooms 


are not ſo well contrived, as we could wiſh they were. 
So long as we are in this World there will be Bu- 


perfections in the beſt Men, and in the bej# Conſtitutions: 
And perhaps what We diſapprove; Others may have a. 


better Opinion of. It is ſo in the Caſe between Us, 


and thoſe who, for ſuch kind of things , Diſſent from 
Us. We think not only our De@rine.to be ſound, 


which even they allow; but our Ceremonies to be decent; 


Dur Liturgy well compoſed, and admirably ſuited to 
the Ends for which it was framed ; and our Gouern. 
AP | | „ 


) * : > ©" "IRE es l 

F \ ” " * — 0 1 3 _ A 2 1 . * > P, 
_ — | _ x on * 3 

7 # ky I x : . * K - ; FP , x ' * 

- $a, * = [ | * — I , *. * i 

. f - N 1 : T 1 52 : 

of d I guide cdl. 21 e 
. ” — f * 


EE 


d n —_— i. 


- "—_—_ 


22 _ The Danger and Miſchief 
ment ſo Ancient, as to be indeed Apeſtolical: And we 


ation of it. 


have all the Reaſon in the World to believe that we 
are certainly in the right in thus thinking of them. 
But they have ſome Exceptions againſt every One of 


theſe; yet not ſo great but that They can Many of 
Them Occaſionally, (and I hope they do it with a 


good Cenſciener) Communicate with Us. . And. ſurely 
then notwithſtanding any ſuch ſuppoſed Defe&s in 
Our Conftitution, they ſhould join in a Conſtant Com- 
»7nion With Us; at leaſt ſhould. not ſhew ſuch an 


intemperate Zeal,. as ſome among them have done, 


againſt Us, for what Themſelves-muſt allow to be, at 
leaſt, tolerable Defetts,  - EB nd 

As it is the part of a Good Man never to be Zea- 
lous but in 4 2 Matter; So is it no leſs the part 


of a Nie Mau to Proportion his Zeal to the Subject of 


it; and not to ſuffer his Paſſions, or Prejudices, to 
tranſport. him ſo far beyond the Bounds of Reaſon, 
as to be vebementiy Zealous for ſuch things as do not 
deſerve, and therefore cannot juſtify, an immoderate 
FWarmib for Phem. | „ 3 
And as we ſhould be thus careful in the Things we 
are Zealous for, to ſee that they be both Good, and 


Meigliy; ſuch for which we not only innocently May, 


dut both in Duty, and Prudence, Ougbt to be earneſt- 
ly Concern d; So muſt we no leſs take heed. 
. .. Thirdly, That our Zeal does not carry us to the 
Ule of any Evil, or Unlawful Meant, to attain the 
| End at which We-aim. _ CEE iS 
The neglect of this was one part of the Jens, 


Fault heretofore; and it continues to be the great 
Crime of Thoſe of the Church of Rome at this Day: 


Whole Religion, were it as Pure, as we are ſure it 4 
Otherwiſe; yet would it by no means excuſe thoſe 


Ducbriſt ian Methods. they make uſe of for the Propa- 
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> A Co 2 ſeldom needs to be eee, 1 — 3 
N ; Or if it ſhould, yet a G An would | 
f Rather leave his Cauſe to Gals Providence. and in. 

f it Suffer, than venture 20 Sin againſt Cod and his Own . . 

4 Foul, for the Sake of it. To do Evil that Gaod mag 
"2 Come, was 2 Maxim with Some in the Apoſtles Time:: 
a Hut St. Paul denounces no leſs than Dawnation to thoſe. 

1 who ſhould Act by it; and declares that their Puniſh 

n ment, how ſevere ſoever it might ſeem, would yet 

e, be juſiiy due to Them for ſuch a Procedure. 

F And yet, Bleſſed Lord ! How Common, I had al- 

8 moſt ſaid, How Catholic, an Error is this? And how - 

= ealily do even Good Men ſuffer themſelves to be * 

rt away by it? Let the Lies and Forgeries, the lack 

of Cbaracters, and envenom d Malice which we have ſeen 

to ſo freely raiſed by Some, and ſo readily embraced by 

n, Otbert; and that not out of Zeal for God's Glory, but, 

10 as it may juſtly be fear d, for much worſer Ends; be 

ze 4 ſſ½ad, as it is a plain, and du monſfrati ve Proof, of This. 


2 I need not ſay what numbers of Men have been 
ve miſ led by cheſs unhallew'd Artifices, th Divide Us a. 
mong our Selves, and almoſt utterly to Overthrow , - 
Y, the very Cauſe, and Conſtitution , for which They 
t- would be thought to be fo Zealouſiy Cencern d. We 
| have ſeen, we hive et; Oh! cha: we did not ſtil _ 
he too ſenſibly both /ee,: and feel, the unhappy Effect: of 


the it! But ſure then the beſt Uſe we can make of ou. 

6 Experience in this Particular, will be to look well to LEN 
2254 onr Selves; and to caution all Others, to beware of 
eat ſuch a Zeal, as is able to delude Men into the alloõ w- 
y: | ance of the worſt Means to attain its Purpoſes. And 


c to conſider, that Envy and Malice, Lying and Ca- 

ole lumuy, Clamour and Sedition ; Undutifulneſt to Superi- 

pa- 9s, and Uncharitableneſs towards our Brethren, are 
| very great Sins; and that (let the Pretence be what it 5 

| will) Thoſe muſt be very wicked Men, who are 1 

Good 7 of Tho. Sore may have 4 Zeal of God for ought 
| 1 3 


faken Themſelves; Or by ſuch as only practis d upon 


24 Noa The * Devjen ant 
I ow: in what they. do do; ace 1 hin; if & 


have, 'tis not according to Knowlidge.' And it wilf de 
all One to a Chriſtian at the Great Da ''of- Aer 
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whether he was 1iſ-led.by Thoſe who were: really N 


his Error, or Ignorance '; +; and made hie Zl Sabſeryient/- | 


do their On private Ek. and Frterefn.᷑᷑ 


Loet this then be the Concluſt ion Of all; That before- - 


we indulge our Selves in any immoderate warmth for 


any thing, We take this double, neceſſary Precautiun: 


Never to engage in any Cauſe, which We are not ſure 


i Good, and Fuſt ; nor ever to purſue the Intereſt; of: . 


4% 


_ 


ie by any Means, but ſuch as are conſiſtent, ' both 


with our Piety to God ; our Duty to Our Governors; 5 


and our Bratherly Love and Charity, a. well as Faftice, 
dad Our Neighbour. — © 


This will render all our Adions acceprabl to God, 
and innocent, if not always pleaſing, to Man. And 
we ſnall then become indeed, like Jobn the Baprif 
burning and ſhining Ligbts, when, with him, we add 
i to our Ardor; and are as Eminent for a | 
N Is we are Renharkable for our Sn. 


' God of: hs! Infinite Mercy Grane Us. a Ri 205 T 
Underſtanding in all Things : That by Truth and; 
Peace; by a found Faith, and an extenſive Ch. 

i - rity 5 by an unfeigned Love of. God, and a 
-*  wniverſal Obedience to all his Commiandments 3 
we may Glorify his Holy Name, and Promote. 
both our Own, and Gt bers Salvation; thro' Je- 
ſus Ghrilt o our 3 'To wy Ws. 1 
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